
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
 
Monday, September 24 5th Grade Curriculum Night 
    6:00-7:00 p.m., childcare provided 
 
Tuesday, September 25 First Principal Chat of the Year 
    8:00 a.m., in the King Open Library 
 
Wednesday, September 26 Yom Kippur - Holiday-No School 
 
Thursday, September 27 Grades 1/2 Field Trip to Franklin 

Park Zoo 
 
Thursday, September 27 The First King Open School 

Council Meeting, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 In the KO Library, childcare provided 
 
Friday, October 5  Kindergarten Parent Curriculum 
    Breakfast, 8:15/8:30-9:30 a.m. 
 
Monday, October 8 Columbus Day-Holiday-No School 
 
Thursday, October 11 NEW DATE! Grades 1/2 

Curriculum Night, 6-7:30 p.m. 
  
Wednesday, October 17 Early Release Day, 12:55 p.m. 
 
Thursday, October 18 Picture Day 
 
Thursday, October 25 Principal Chat at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Friday, October 26  Eid Al Adha-Holiday-No School 
 
Thursday, November 8 Early Release Day 
    Dismissal at 12:55 p.m. 
 
Friday, November 9  Kindergarten Science Breakfast 
    8:15/8:30-9:30 a.m. 
 
Monday, November 12 Veteran’s Day-Holiday-No School 
 
Wednesday, November 14 Grades 1/2 Social Studies 

Gathering, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
 In the Gym, then classrooms 
 
Wednesday, November 21 Early Release Day 
    Beginning of Thanksgiving Break 
 
Thursday, November 22 Thanksgiving Day-No School 
 
Friday, November 23  Thanksgiving Break-No School 
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This Year's First King Open 
School Council Meeting: 

  
*Thursday, September 27 
6-8 p.m. (new time; starting ½ hour earlier) 
King Open Library 
  
Topics will include an update on preliminary 
results of last year's MCAS, a discussion of 
"where we are now" as a K-5 in the shared 
building, and a discussion of the role of the 
School Council. 
Finalized Agenda will be sent out closer to the 
date. 
School Council meetings are the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month; since that is Yom 
Kippur and a school holiday this September, 
we will hold this first meeting on Thursday. 
 
Thank you, 
Jean Cummings, 
School Council Rep, parent of 4th grader 

1st Principal Chat of the Year 
 
Please join us next Tues. Sept. 25th at 8 AM 
(note earlier time:  childcare for kids provided 
in the cafeteria) in the King Open library for 
our 1st Principal Chat of the year. 
*ask Principal Williams any questions you 
have 
*raise topics for discussion with other K-5 
parents 
*hear what's on the mind of our Principal and 
other parents 
*drink coffee, have a snack, meet new folks 
All K-5 parents/guardians welcome and 
encouraged to attend. 
Principal Williams is hoping that an earlier 
start time (8 AM) will help more folks come 
meet him and say hello, then get to work: he 
wants to meet you and hear from you how 
your child's first days/weeks are going. 
For your calendar, here is the Principal Chat 
schedule for the year, all sessions at 8 AM: 
 
Tues. Sept. 25th 
Thurs. Oct. 25th 
Fri. Nov. 30th 
Wed. Jan. 30th 
Thurs. Feb. 28th 
Wed. March 27th 
Fri. April 26th 
Thurs. May 30th 
--Debbie & Neusa 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Parent Involvement at King Open 
 
Welcome back, everyone! 
 
Another school year at King Open is up and running, our 
first as a K-5 school. 
Have you been wondering how you can get involved in a 
school-wide event, committee or project?   Have some time 
to spare and want to get to know other King Open 
parents/families? 
 
We have a long, strong tradition of parent involvement at 
King Open, ranging from helping in your child's classroom, 
to setting-up, cooking or cleaning up from a school-wide 
event, to helping compile a community directory....there 
are many opportunities and needs for small and large ways 
you can help out.    
 
Please let Debbie or Neusa know if have an idea for how to 
get involved, a project/event/committee you would like to 
initiate or if you can help in any of the following ways, even 
for just 15 minutes per month! 
 
*working in the KO garden/serving on the Gardening Cmte. 
*working in the KO library/serving on the Library/Literacy 
Cmte. 
*supporting our art and music teachers/serving on the Arts 
Cmte. 
*helping with general community building and 
communications/serving on the Outreach Cmte. 
*helping with our Fall Community Dinner (historically called 
Pasta e Basta--stay tuned for a possible name change this 
year!) 
*helping with the tech needs of our listserves, websites and 
directory 
*organizing a fun night out for parents and staff--planning 
a party! 
*serving as a Parent Rep:  helping your child's teacher 
reach-out to other families in the classroom 
 
Debbie (dklein@cpsd.us) 
Neusa (ndacosta@cpsd.us) 
Family Liaisons 
(or stop by the Family Room any time!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
I certainly hope your child is adjusting to his or her 
classroom and is connecting to previous as well as 
making new friends.  The beginning of school year can 
be challenging particularly when a child is moving to a 
new school or starting school for the first time.    Add 
to these challenges, a new school structure and some 
transportation concerns and an already stressful start 
to the year becomes a bit more challenging.   For this 
reason, I want to express my gratitude for your 
patience and understanding! 
 
We are working each day with the CSUS community to 
ensure that the entire school functions seamlessly.  You 
may have noticed the increased adult supervision in the 
corridors, the structured/flexible seating arrangement 
in the cafeteria and raised expectations with regards to 
student transitions in the corridor.  These changes are 
necessary to ensure a safe and orderly learning 
environment for all students in our school.  At the core 
of the full implementation of the Responsive Classroom 
model is the establishment of school wide expectations 
for academic and social behaviors.  We are working 
each day to ensure that our students are clear about 
what these expectations are, what these expectations 
mean and how these expectations should be applied 
during the school day.  We believe that paying 
attention to these small details helps to set the stage 
for even more learning.  While no plan is flawless, we 
are committed to making logistical and programmatic 
adjustments when changes are an absolute necessity.      
 
I am also happy to announce that the King Open School 
has moved from a Level 3 school, our preliminary 
designation that was reported in August, to a Level 2 
school. There are 5 designations – 5 being the lowest 
school performance level. This is great news! Our 
improvement is not based on the efforts of one person. 
It was the combined effort of the entire school 
community working together. While MCAS is only one 
means of measurement and we use a variety of ways 
to assess student learning and progress, the overall 
school improvement represented in this year’s data is 
just another reason to celebrate. The Math results from 
2011 to 2012 improved from 70.6 to 76.0 in the 
aggregate and our High Needs students from 55.5 to 
64.4. King Open students also showed improvement in 
ELA moving from 79.2 to 81.3 in the aggregate and our 
High Needs students from 64.7 to 70.8. While there is 
still much to do, we are in an even better position to 
move our students forward! Congratulations to the King 
Open community. 
 
In the upcoming weeks we will be sharing additional 
information about what instructional opportunities we 
are putting in place to meet the learning needs of our 
students.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Darrell Williams, Principal 
Martin Luther King Jr. Open School 
 

Fundraising at King Open 
 
Looking for some parents who have ideas about 
FUNDRAISING for the Friends of King Open (FOKO). 
Can you help plan a new event or fundraising effort to 
support FOKO? 
 
FOKO gives each classroom teacher an annual stipend to 
support special materials and projects, unique curriculum-
related field trips and enrichment activities.   We need to 
refill FOKO's coffers each year through fundraising events 
so that we can continue to provide KO kids and teachers 
with all the "extras" that make our school special. 
Please let us know if you can help with a community dinner 
this fall, a Parent Staff Night Out, a lunch sale for staff or 
if you have another idea. 
 
Debbie & Neusa 


